
Year 5—Anglo Saxon and Scots Knowledge Organiser  

Key skills:  

1. Place Anglo-Saxons on timeline in relation to 

other studies. 

2. Relate current studies to previous studies. 

3. Identify changes within and across Historical 

periods. 

4. Use appropriate terms, matching people and 

events to dates and subject specific words. 

5. Use evidence to build up a picture of life in 

a period of history studied. 

6. Question reliability of source material, weigh 

evidence and give reasons why something is 

or is not reliable. 

7. Describe social, cultural, religious and ethnic 

diversity in Britain and the wider world. 

8. Describe/make links between main events, sit-

uations and changes within and across dif-

ferent periods/societies. 

Key questions/big ideas 

 What do we mean by the term ‘digging up 
the past’? 

 Is it important to know what happened in 
times before we were even born? 

 What can ‘digging up the past’ teach us? 

 What is archaeology? 

 Who is a historian? 

 Why do countries invade others? 

 How does it feel to be invaded? 

 How did the Anglo-Saxons invasion alter the 
course of history? 

 Why do you think the Anglo-Saxons chose 

to create their own villages and not use the 

towns and facilities already established by 

By the end of this unit, we are aiming for 

children to be able to: 

 say who the Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

were and when and why they invaded 

Britain.  

 be able to explain some key features of 

life in Anglo-Saxon Britain. 

 describe some artefacts that have been 

discovered.  

 explain how life in Britain changed as a 

result of the Anglo-Saxon and Scots in-

vasions, recognising similarities and dif-

ferences.  

 be able to analyse historical evidence and 

artefacts to make claims about Anglo-

Saxon life and culture.  

 describe the work of some key individuals 

at the time.  

 demonstrate a deep understanding of how 

life in Britain has been shaped by the 

Anglo-Saxons by composing accurate, 

detailed accounts on Anglo-Saxon culture, 

religion and society using a range of evi-

dence sources and artefacts to support 

their conclusions. 
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